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The "Preface. 
VARMA rer: 412413 * ell . 
E Author of the: Differkanion, bee _ 
do che. American, Reader, ig Miriiter of 
:Cuvigcn of Baglaatz and no incorifiderahle 
Writer upon her eſſential Boctiſnes: So great is th Force 
of: lis „ for the literal Senſe of Yer Artictes, 
that ſew, if any, have thought it Een under the 
Character of Members of That Such de | 
lickly againſt them. T'. 
Tun preſent Performance! is Thterides 60 give che 
Reader an Idea of that Spirit bf Liberty Which imat. 
our Forefathers in the Reformation from Popery, 
to ſnew bow inconfiſtent the -uhamiable'* Temper 
Bigot-is-with true, primitive Proteſtantiſm: And 158 
Mr; Szacra vg (not deterr d by an Apprehenſias ofthe 
Odiam which undiſcerning - Zealots/ may coneuife in 
themlelyes, or may endeavour to raiſe in *otherz-Agpunit 
him) has afferted, with reat Strength of Arg RO 
Right: which every Chriſtian has to RS the Mer 
e ſeveral Parties, into which Chriſtendom is depls; by 
divided, and to join with that he moſt approves; ahd 
—_ to: ang no gea EY y Part of the Diſc cipliie which: 
dt the Liberty 6f a Member; — 
Wap air refractory and ereate a heedfels B 
bance in the Vdciety.} but propoſes the Reaſoms By 
Diſſatisfattion in a candid Manner, When he cannot, Wich. 
out — . of Conſcience, be-filent; whieh-we th6uld: 
charitahly hope was the Caſe of the Author, when he 
ungertook a- "Work, whieh muſt in itfelf be weed | 
ta a Man who regards his o-]n Baſe. 8 
Tan Editor of this Impreſſton is well perſuxded that che 
Author will not be offended at his ſaying; that it were to 
be wiſtt dhe ee 
1 (p- 16.) or had been more n 
his Oh —. "Tk ray de eee Ke. 
cherte are ſeveral 
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The Preface. - 
ther allow'd, that there are very many ęxcellin: 
Things in it, equal to which . 4 be found in 
any other Compolition (the Pages which cannot miſgt pee 

us excepted)” he e had been able to bear himſelf — 4 


reciting ſome of the moſt becoming Forms of Addr 


to a Supreme Being that the moſt devout Spirit or clear- 
eſt Underſtanding eou'd have devis'd or conceiv'd ; and 
then it might have been acknowledged (p erhaps) that 
ſome few Things in our LiTurGyY (tho? not in the daily 
Ag —.— that the Compilers, tho' excellent 
were not abſolutely free from all Remains of 
2 R or, at leaſt; tlie Appearances of it. 
pe r any into whoſe Hands this Eſſay may cothe, 110 
under Shackles and Bondage to à Party; or in Danger of 


being ſo, tis hoped they will; before they come to the 


laſt Page be convinced that all true Religion is and muſt 

be Por. The Spirit which confines it te a Sect or 
Party, is certainly deſtructive of it: For where Charity 
is not, Religion cx x Or be; but the Spirit of Brrory 
1 Jabs iv. 
I.sAALI cloſe this Preface by profeſſing that, tho? I 


am a Member of the Church of England, (not ſuch by 


Education only, but from a Senſe of the Excelleney of 
her Doctrines and Form of daily Worſhip) yet I deſire 
to have no Reverence for external Compulſive Sanctions 
in religious Matters, till I am convinc d that outward 


Props as Buttreſſes are an Evidence of the Strength of a 


Building, and ſhall always aſſert, (as it becomes a Pexn- 
Jvanian bleſs'd with Libexty of Conſcience, thro' the 


iſdom of the Founder of our Province,) © thatGop- 


„alone is truly and ab/olutely wiſe; that a Chriſtian 


% may be wiſe for himſelf, but ſhould never take upon 


* bim to be wiſe for others; to Lord it over another Man's 


«« Qonleience; to circumſcribe another's Opinions by his 


« own; or to ſuppreſs them by the ſecular Arm, becauſe 
4% different from his Manner of Thinking: And that an 


Affectation to dictate, and deny to others the Liberty 


« ourſelves ſhould be apt to plead for, is one of the 
* Vanities, as well as Evils, that attends the 


of the World.” THE 


. „ + Ti 
- 


\ 


DERBBEELDE SEELERERESS, 
DIEDEDES SPS e 


Ta vz PROTESTANT. 


Mankind, and particularly thoſe -of- 
255 2266 the Proteſtant Intereſt, has induc'd me 
pe AT 6529 to attempt a Diſſertation, in order to 


S K-] S S defend, explain, and illuſtrate fo va- 
EX EX-L luable an Article. LIBER T is an 


Article of the greateſt Confequence. 
80 fine a Flower in the Garden of human Society 
requires to have the ſtricteſt Watch kept about it; and 
if the Weeds have any Way invaded it, it merits to 


be diſentangled from them, and to be 2 in the moſt 
open Light. ; 


If LIBER TI is Ps Right of all Men, what ſhould 
diſcourage its being underſtood by all? What ſhould 
hinder its being cultivated by all, and aſſerted in its full 
Extent? This will ever prove the beſt Defence againſt 
Popery. To prevent the Return of Popery into a Pro- 
teſtant Na tion, it is not ſufficient to rely on the Inſſuence 
of. private Intereſt, or Property, becauſe the Bulk of a 
A Natioa 
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Willen has but little Property. In our late Seaſon of 
— Danger, it was hot the Landed -Intereſt, or 

ock -Intkreſt, or any that may be called a partial Inter- 
eſt; but the Spirit of Liberty and Affection, which, un- 
der Providence, principally carried the Point. With 
the ſame View is offered this preſent Eſſay. 


Every wiſe Mon eſtcems Liberty his beſt Poſſeſſion ; 
he values it as his Birthright ; and does not forget that 
tis alſo the Birthright of others. He knows it, becauſe 
hefetls it the chief Ingredient of his Happineſs, - It is 


a Circumſtance in Society, juſt as neceſſary and uſeful in 


the moral World, as Air in the elemental, to give Life, 
Motion and Vigour to the Whole. The Hindrances 
and Preventions of Liberty in the World are Fear, Ir- 
dolence and Super fſtiti- on, its Enemies Ambition and Self. 
In the mean Time, it is doubtful who are moſt to be 
blam'd, the Ambitious, or the Indolent.. 


In Proportion a8 Mankind poſſeſs this Cireumſtance, 
this Air, pure and free, or denſe and obſtructed, their 
Communities are more or leſs agreeable. Some Com- 
munities, tis true, make a Shift with à ſmall Share of it; 
but it is either becauſe they kndw no better, or have 
not a Capacity of procuring more. There is one Article 
in the World, I mean Religion, which cannot ſubſiſt 
without Liberty, not only tolerably, but in no Senfe at 


all. Somewhat often paſſes for Religion with ſeveral, 


the Effect of Authority and Cuſtom ; yet is term'd ſuch 


improperly, nothing being properly Religion, except 
what a Man knows for himſelf, believes for himſelf, 


and kis Eyes * and not another, Belief, Keyes 
20 ledge, 
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Tedoe, Judgment, are Things not transferable ; they 
muſt be all acquir'd, they muſt be diſtinctly received, 
though poſlibly through Aſſiſtance of others, before I 
can call them my Belief, -y Knowledge, my Judgment. 
For Inſtance: A Number of Perfons are taking the Sur- 
rey of ſome eminent City, at a Diſtance” from the Sub- 
urbs ; as a Countryman or Stranger I join myſelf to 
them : How agreeably, fay they, one ſees the great 
City from this Spot : Behold, Countryman, how con- 
ſpicuous the Tower; ſee there the Shipping; a majeſtic 
Dome riſes in the Midſt of the Metropolis, its Summit 
in the Clouds; what a Variety of attendant Spires. 
wieh each its particular Denomination 3 3 & Range of in- 
numerable Buildings carries you far to the Weſt; the 
Whole terminated with an illuſtrious Abbey ! Now this 
may be a real Proſpect, and the ſeveral Objects ſuffict- 
ently known to Perſons converſant i in the Place; but my 
Friends muſt excuſe me, if, conſidered as à Stranger, I 
cannot take them in ſo readily as they can run them 
over: Time to diſtingyiſh is requiſite for me : The Ob- 
jects muſt be plain to me, as well as to my Guides, before 
I can aſſert them; becauſe I do not find that I can ſe 


with another's Eye. He that does not ſee for Hack 
does not ſee at all. 


Again, T may happen to fall amongft Perſons SA 
only pretend to Sights; who have ſeen nothing them- 
ſelves, nor have any Thing to ſhew, but would make a 
Property of me for their Maintenance. In ſuch poſſible 
Circumſtances, what doth it concern me to do ? Surely 
to uſe the greateſt Caution againſt being impoſed upon, 
or to ſhun and abandon an Impoſition as ſoon as I diſ- 


cern 
AZ 


64 
cern it; Teſt I give away my Time and Money for no. 
thing, or for that which is worſe than nothing; after 
the Manner of the Dutch Peaſants, who, as Eraſmus re- 
lates it, werg made to believe at Noon-Day, by the In- 

genuity of two or three Juglers, that they ſaw in the 
Sky a red Dragon; whilſt the Monſter had no Exiſtence, 
except in the Artiſt's Aſſurance, and their deluded Ima- 
gination. Let the Reader take Care not to be found in 
the Number of them, who, in the Noan-day of Learn- 
ing and Knowledge, continue to ſee a Dragon. 


It is obſervable, Mankind may truſt the making of 
Laws, and, in ſome Reſpect, their Civil Liberties, though 
not their Senſes, in the Hands of others. Nar can it be 
avoided, becauſe Society, as ſuch, hath great Reference 
to outward and temporal Articles, We may commit 
our Property, or Goods, to the Diſcretion and Diſpoſal 
of a Repreſentative ; but we are incapable of having a 
Truſtee in the Article of Religion, Some Perſons ſeem 
to think it as lawful to make Creeds for others as 45 
of Parliament ; and perhaps would form as many, might 
they be permitted, Surely theſe Zealots have not well 
weighed the Attempt, but have heen drawn forward by 
Precedents, and by a little ſecret Pride in Nature, A 
conſiderate Perſon would not take upon him another's 
Conſcience, if he might ; ; and a Man honeſt to himſelf 
cannot give it up. He that thinks of ſubmitting his 


" Underſtanding to another, deceives both himſelf and the 
"Perſon he would compliment; he cannot though he 
would. Many, indeed, flatter themſelves, that through 
the Authority of a Church, or by the ſuperior Wiſdom 
and Guidanee of the Learned, they have believed much, 


wha 
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who, perhaps, upon a ſtrict Inquiry, would not be found 


to have believed any Thing, 'To believe with the Church 
is frequently no Belief at all. In this Caſe the Under. 
ſtanding hath taken no Pains. Perſons have no Ideas; 
they have repeated Words after others, with /z7t/z or no 
Meaning in them. ; 


Apain, If the Underſtanding cannot be enlighten'd by 
mere Authority, nor a ſingle Conſcience be (in Propriety 
of Speech) preſcribed to, how vain muſt be the Attempt 
to preſcribe, in Points of Religion, to a whole Nation 


at once ! how unjuſt to ſubje& to Pains and Penalties, 
and even caſt out of the Chriſtian Pale, all who diſſent 


from an eſtabliſned Opinion! Men, who inſiſt upon ar 


Eſtabliſhment, and bind it by coercive Means, are troubled 
with a ſhort Memory. They proteſted formerly againſt 
human Power, in the Perſon of the Pope, and now are 
pleading for it, Diſputing with the Romans, they ſtand 
up for the Scriptures, and Right of private Judgment ; 


but to their Fellow-Proteſtants, are continually crying up 
the high and ſacred Office of the Clergy, meaning always 


their own Clergy ; the Illiteracy of the common People, 
and utter Incapacity to underſtand the Scriptures, Church. 
Order, Peace of the State, Regularity, and various Ar- 


guments, which, in the Hands of the Romanifs, they 


eſteem'd of no Weight: So that they undermine the 
Rights they us'd to aſſert, and talk of Liberty, but mean 
it only for themſelves and their own Party. We have 
Proteſtants, it is to be fear'd, too confin'd and narrow, of 
moſt Denominations; ſuch will embrace you, if you agree 
with them in every Point; but the leaſt Variation ſtaggers 


all their Friendſhip; preſently they are diſguſted with 


you, you are an Heathen Man, and a Publican. 
| An 


189 
An Evil of this Kind ſometimes attends Converſation, 
on Subjects not religious. Moſt Men are apter to give, 
than to ſuffer, Contradictien. Fervidio, though a Per- 
ſon of many good Qualities, being engaged in a Debate, 
is diſpleaſed if you differ from his Sentiments: He does 
not conſider, that, if you oppoſe his Sentiments, he op- 
Poſes yours. Ferwidio's Paſſions riſe to ſuch a Degree, 
that it becomes inconvenient to fit near him. And 
whence ariſes all this Reſentment and Diſcontent ? Only 
becauſe his Friend, or the Company, do not agree to 
ſet him up for a Pope. Thorough Politeneſs conſiders 
what is due to others, as well as what is claim'd to one's 
ſelf ; whilſt the Man, who is zor a Proteſtant, cannot 
have true Manners. 


But to return from this Digreſſion, Hit be a Digreſton. 


It is obſervable, before the Reformation our Doctors, 
and Advocates againſt Rome, bottom'd themſelves upon 
Liberty; they pleaded for private Judgment, and ſole 
Authority of Scripture; that is to ſay, that every Man, 
as well common Man as Eccleſiaſtic, hath a Right to 
read and underſtand the Scripture for himſelf; J ſay, 
for himſelf, otherwiſe the Conceſſion hath no Meaning 


in it, but is an errant Mockery. But it ſeems, when the 


pretended Succeſſor of Saint Peter was thrown out of the 
Saddle, others were ſtanding ready to get in. Poſſibly 
they were perſuaded better Things of themſelves. 
Though the Iralian had acted erroneouſly, and wickedly, 
yet would not they. That is, the Pope with his Infalli- 
bility ought not to be trufted ; yet fallible Men (eſpeci. 
ally in Great- Britain) might. So Rome and Conſtantinople 
contended antiently about the Title of - Univerſal 
and Ccumenical Biſhop, which in Truth belonged 

to 


* 
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to neither. | Rome proteſted againſt Conffantinople, 
when the Grecian Patriarch ſollicited the Supremacy, 
and declared, that whoſoever ſhould accept that Title, 
would be the Forerunner of Antichriſt ; yet by-and-by ſhe 
accepted it herſelf, When Power fairly preſents itſelf; 
and licks the Hand of human Nature, it is no eaſy 
Matter to refuſe it. This calls for the greater Care and 
Watchfulneſs in the Guardians of Liberty, to keep tho 
Enemy at Arms-length. He that gives Way to the 
leaſt Power, properly ſo call'd, in Matters of Religion, 
in Effect gives Way to it all. There is no being an 


HFalf-Proteſtant. No Evil is changed by a Change of 


Hands: Where the Evil itſelf is human Authority, it 
waits ax abſolute Removal. An Eftabh/bment in Religi- 
on, other than the Scriptures, beſides that it hath no 
Warrant, never anſwered a good Purpoſe, but is ſure to 


have bad Effects. Under Colour of attempting Unifor- 


mity in Opinions, which Men can no ſooner produce 
than they can an Uniformity of Faces, they generally 
mean the Exaltation of Self; that is, that their own 
Opinion, not properly becauſe in Scripture, but becauſe 


their own, ſhall have the Preeminence. . . Poſſibly they 
mean well, (for I would allow to the utmoſt) but inſen- 


fibly they thruſt themſelves into the Place of the Deity, 
and their Eftabliſhment ever did, and ever will, take 


the Place of the Scriptures, Every Man and every Party | 


profeſs indeed to found their Scheme on the Scriptures ; 
but, whether it be there or no, it is no ſooner eſtabliſhed 
than it becomes as effectual as the Scripture, and as much 
regarded by the timorous Bulk of Mankind. On this 
Occaſion, it makes a mere Compliment tothe Scriptures. 
It profeſles to-reſt and depend upon them, but yet ſteak 
their Influence, and 'cloaths itſelf with their Authority. 
| "Tis 


kit to expreſs and declare himſelf in theſe Terms. My 


(8) 


Tis ſo ready at hand, Men trouble themſelves to go no + 
farther. Hence ſprings amongſt them, and increaſes, 


Formality, Ignorance, Irreligion, and a Readineſs to 
return to Popery, by the firſt Temptation that may riſe 
in their Way. Religion of Man's making is always ſhal- 
low, and very uncertain. | 


It is remarkable, that no foreign Proteſtant Churches 
fat down at the Reformation in the manner of the Church 
of England. Neither do we read of a national Church 
at all in the New Teſtament. We read of Churches 
in the plural Number, the Churches of Fudea, the 
Churches of Galatia, the ſeven Churches in Aa, or 
the Church of ſome particular City; but nothing 
occurs under the Style of national or provincial. 
This gives us a proper Idea of the Chriſtian Community 
throughout the World. Every Congregation is a Church 
independent of others, and the Whole taken collectively 
makes the Church, ſo far as it is viſible, Again, accor- 
ding to Chriſtian Liberty, every Member in a Congrega- 
tion is independent ' of another in that Congregation ; 
the meaneſt Man or Woman as free as the greateſt. 
Not that ſuch Liberty authorizes a Member to diſagree 
with Miniſter or People, through a Spirit of Levity and 
Wantonneſs ; this would be criminal. Rather a Man of 
Conſcience and Virtue would agree in every Point, if 
poſſible, for Peace and Order's ſake. Nevertheleſs, a 


Freedom muſt be aſſerted and maintained, if Perſons 
would be conſiſtent Proteſtants and rational Chriſtians, 


Let us obſerve what our Bibles hold forth on Subjects 
of this kind. The Author of Chriſtianity has thought 


Kingdom 
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Kingdom is not of this World. That is, the Church of 


Jeſus bath no Reference to worldly Advantages, nor 
ſands in worldly Supports. It is a Kingdom in the 


Conſcience, where none hath a Right to be, nor can 


be King, but Chri# himſelf. Its Weapons or Supports 
are not carnal, but fpirituel. It depends not upon co- 
ercive Power, like Civil Government; nor upon Pomp 
and Grandeur; nor yet upon Emoluments and Profits to 


its Followers. Rather it ſtands in the Reverſe of theſe, 


Self-denial is written upon the Threſhold, but many 
ſeem to have overlooked it, at their Coming in. A- 
gain, The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Lordſhip over 


them; and they that exerciſe Authority upon them are 


called Benefattors: But ye hall not be ſo; but he that 
is greateſt among you; let him be as the younger; and he 
that is chief as he that doth ſerve; Perſons of common. 
Underſtanding think nothing can be plainer than this 
Paſſage againſt prelatic Power and Title. Yet £ec/e- 
fraftice;, having the Benefit of an uncommon Genius, 
ſhun the Force of the Text; and evade all its Prohibiti- 
on, by a Leaf out of the Pope's Book ; who; with all 
his magnificent Titles, ſtyles himſelf alſo the Servant of 
Servants ; but in the latter Part he is without any Mean- 
ing: The Sons of Zebedie indeed underſtood our Savi- 
our yery erroneouſly; and diſcovered a contrary Mind 
and Diſpoſition; when they deſired to fit one on his 
right Hand, and the other on his left, in .his Kingdom. 
Some Apology may be made for them: At that Time 


they were Perſons of ſmall Experience; they were young 
Diſciples. . But it is not ſo eaſy to apologize for Perſons 


advanced in Years, and Fathers i in nn. chat * 


ſhould be of the dme Mind. 
'B 
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The Apoſtle Paul, I apprehend, knew perfectly well 
the Nature and Principles of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Paul aſſerts not only his own Freedom from all Men, 
but acknowledges 2 avows, relatively both to himſelf 
and every other Miniſter, preciſely thus, Not that we 
have Dominion over your Faith, but are Helpers of your 
Foy. This, no Doubt, is the proper Character of a 
virtuous and modeſt Miniſter. He that aſſumes more 
has no Warrant for it from the Scriptures, whatſoever 
Warrant he may have made out for himſelf, or others 
may have been weak enough to give him. The Text 
aforegoing appears ſo determinate and particular, that I 
have ſometumes wondered the Advocates for human 
Eſtabliſhments have not endeavoured to find out by 
Criticiſm, that ſurely there muſt be a Miſtake in it. 
Nor that we have Dominion! Methinks it cannot be 
Aa right Reading. Hath not-the Particle not been an 
Interpolation, and flipped into the Original, through the 
Inadvertency of the Tranſcriber ? Theſe Tranſcribers 
are heedleſs Men. Or was not the Tranſcriber ſome 


ſecret and wicked Heretic, who has done this Thing 


from Malice prepenſe againſt the whole Hierarchical 
ona 7 | 


No Doubt Helps in the Church may and ought to 
be admitted; and, as other Texts intimate, we are to 
obey them who have the Rule over us; that is, fo far 


as they obey the Word of God. No Man can rational- 
"ly interpret ſuch a Paſſage to any farther Latitude. And 
the Elder or Miniſter, who /abours in Word and Doc- 


*trine, is worthy of double Honour ; is worthy to be re- 


ſpected and eſteemed proportionably to the —_ he 
es 
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E 
takes in his Office. Others who creep in with a View 
to Maintenance and Promotion, who are Artiſis, and 
_ Sights in the Air, are juſtly void of any ſuch 
Title. | 


There are Miniſters in the World, ſome of God's, 15 
ſome of Man's making only. A Proteſtant ſhould learn 
to diſtinguiſh them, and know them one from another. 
Till he does this, he ſuffers many Inconveniences. The 
Miniſter who js of Man's making only is a Prief, be 
he of the e/ab/i/bed Party, or of any other. There are 
Prieſts of all Parties, Whatſoever Variety attends their 
reſpective Habits and Appearance, the Humour and 
Genius of them is one and the ſame. Tis equally a 
Truth, wherever a virtubous and modeſt Miniſter is met 
with, he is worthy of Reſpect, be his Party what it may. 


So far we are come delineating the Character of a 
true Proteſtant ; his Right of private Jadgment ; Uſe 
of it; his Temper; and, if 1 may ſo expreſs it, Ma- 
nagement of himſelf, with Reſpect to Parties. 


Let us now enquire whether Time and Experience does 
not confirm the Juſtneſs of ſuch a Character. | 


Let a moderate Survey be. taken of Facts. What 
End have religious Eſtabliſhments, whether of Men or 
Things, anſwered ? What have they produced ? An 
Uniformity indeed, but, with the lower Claſſes of Man- 
kind, generally an Uniformity of Ignorance. As to the 
upper Claſſes, Perſons of Education and Power are ne- 
ver LOW controuled by the Eſtabliſhment, and the 

B 2 Clergy 
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Clergy themſelves are not backward to evade it, in 
many Reſpects, for themſelves, howſoever they would 
bind it upon others. *Tis welt known by thoſe who 
have made Obſervation and Enquiry, that very much 
Alteration hath ariſen in the Church of England, ſince 


| its firſt SanQtion, both in Diſcipline and Dottrine, eſpe: 


rally in the latter. 


If the preſent Generation think that they are ſtand- 
ing upen the eſtabliſned Doctrines, they are greatly 
miſtaken. Since the Lime of Archbiſhop Laud, whoſe 
Influence was unhappily ſo great in the Reign of Charles 
the Firſt, the Clergy have introduced into the Pulpit a 
new Scheme of Preaching ; a (mere) moral Scheme, 
contrary to the Senſe of the Church-Atticles, or the 
Tenets of foreign Proteſtants, and our own Reformer:. 
Not that I oppoſe the Clergy's Right of changing their 
Opinion, (if they have any) nor would abridge them 
more than others; yet cannot help thinking, that they 
make full light of a ſolemn Subſcription, and are not 
wont to be ſo unſteady in other Points. There are 
Maxims and Articles of a temporal Nature, where they 
are ſteady enough. Here they are of one Mind, and of 
one Judgment. 


T muſt acknowledge my own Opinion is for the 0 
Divine; becauſe modern Preaching does not appear to 
me fubſtantial enough to influence the Minds of Man- 
kind, They have not in Fact been reformed by it. 
Vice is too mighty for it. Poſſibly to our new Divi- 
nity may be owing, in ſome meaſure, that Diſſolution 
of Manners and formidable Abſence of Integrity, which 
; | * " hi 


,,, re 


( »3 I 
dath been creeping upon the Nation ſeveral Years, 
threatening Rum to the State. But I refer this to the 
Reader, and (with Deference) to our Stateſmen, to 
judge as they conceive convenient. 


Let us go on to the Caſe of the Canone, another Part 
of our Eccleſiaſtical Eftabliſhment. What does Time and 
Experience ſhew us about theſe ? Are they uſed to any 
good Purpoſe, or ever likely ſo to be uſed? They have 
followed obſolete Statutes; or are like a Rod, which 
ſome Nurſe hides over the Chimney, till it is covered 
with Duſt. A Rod ſhe never brings out againſt a fa- 
vourite Child ; it is produced, if at all, againſt a Sort of 
Outcaſts. The Canons, are ſuppoſed to be Rules of 
Government and Diſcipline, but it is only ſuppoſed, 
Whom do they conclude, except the powerleſs and im. 
prudent ! Pertaps it will be replied, the Age of the 
World is unfavourable to Church- Power: The Hands 


of the Clergy are tied up. Poffibly ſo, in ſome Mea- 
ſure ; becauſe their Hands were apt to be looſe againſt 


wrong Perſons. Yet Times and Seaſons cannot, I 
ſhould think, hinder the Clergy from being regular and 


orderly themſelves. They might conform to Rule in 


their own Conduct. Could they do no more, they 
might ſet a good Example. It is Matter of Stumbling 
to the Laity, when they hear and diſcern amongſt them 
ſo much Non-Refidence, Pluralities and Diſpenſationt. 
Are they neceſſitated to theſe Things? Does the Infi- 
delity or Unfavourableneſs of the Times they complain 
of keep a Prelate from his Dioceſe, or a Miniſter from 
reſiding with his Flock? Theſe Complaints ſhould in- 
duce them, one would think, to be more ſtrictly reſident, 
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to prevent Infection; more watchful and laborious 
than ordinary, if the Benefit of the Sheep be their prin- 
cipal Object. Is there ſuch a Deficiency in the Number 
of Miniſters now-a-days, that many are obliged to be 
Pluraliſts? Are they the worthieſt of the Order always, 
who poſleſs three or four Preferments ; or they the un- 
worthieſt, who go without any, and perhaps have Fami- 
lies that ſuffer great Inconveniencies though Straitneſs 
of Circumſtance! Facts are ſtubborn Thiags; if the 
Brethren oppreſs one another, what-will not the Laity 
infer ? No Precept can ſpeak ſo loud as Example. It 
is in vain to cry out againſt fid:/ity and Deiſm; it re- 
quires no great Sagacity to diſcern from what Quarter 
Infidelity takes Encouragement, if not its Beginning, 


The Affair of Diſpenſations witneſſes that Eceleſiaſtical 
Perſons do not chuſe to be confined and abridged, when 
a Connivance and Indulgence can be had. Not many 
deny themſelves, or are reſtrained, by Conſcience of the 
Eſtabliſhment. I know but one Canon ſecure from all 
Infringement, and that is the 72d, latter Part, which 
prohibits their cafting out any Dewil, or Devils, without 
Licence of the Ordinary, I apprehend the Matter here 
to be pretty ſafe, perhaps equally without a Licence, 
and with one. | 


Diſpenſations evidently ſhew, that the Clergy do not 
eſteem the Eftabliſhment ſacred in its own Nature. If it 
be fit to excuſe a Son, or a Nephew, or a Favourite 
from ſtrict Obſervances, I ſhould be apt to argue, it 
would be as fit to excuſe others. And farther, if the 


Clergy in general feel little Coercion by the Canons, 
L 
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T ſhould be apt to argue, it was an unnatural Coercion 
from the Beginning, ſuch as no Man could, in every 
ReſpeQ, abide by; ſuch which the Laity have the ſame 
Juſtice to be exempted from, if there be any, with the 
Clergy themſelves. Why muſt the Laity be put under 
Saws and Harrows, and left to ſuſtain Burdens, which 
others will not touch with one of their Fingers? Why 
muſt the Laity ſtand all the Fire of Church Artillery by 
themſelves ? The Equity of Things does not juſtify 
ſuch a Meaſure. | 


The Juriſdiction of the Canons, whom does it puniſh 
or affect? Not the Clergy, nor yet Perſons of Rank 
and Figure amongſt the Laity. When this Spider's 
Web catches a weak Sinner, he is held, he is entangled, 
and not extricated whilſt a Drop of Blood remains in 
his Body. The helpleſs Fly loſes its Life in the Web, 
whilft the Bird of Force bruſhes it away with his Wings. 
No Doubt ſuch Inequalities ought not to be. The Juriſ- 
dition either over- acts itſelf, or under- acts itſelf. Or 
rather the Foundation of it is ſcarcely warrantable. It 
is a Species of Law that might be ſpared. The Wea- 
pons of the Church ought in no Caſe to be other than 
ſpiritual. Whatſoever is more than this, I mean pecuniary 
and corporal, whether executed or not executed, is erro- 
neous, and hath no Foundation either in Scripture or 
Reaſon. Itisa Relic of that ambitious Church, or ra- 
ther Court, of Rome, where the Pope, who ſitteth upon 
ſeven Hills, has two Swords carried before him, a ſpiritual 
and a temporal one alſo; by a groſs and mean Conſtruc- 
tion of that Paſſage in Scripture, Here are tauo Swords. 


11 wy other Church will not be prevailed upon to put 
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up her temporal Sword into the Scabbard, it is Time for 
the State to put it up for her. The Time will come 
when Kings ſhall hate the Whore, and whatſoever ap- 
pertains to her, wherever it is found, be ſcattered away. 
Truth will prevail, Truth is the Daughter of Time, 
and though the Mother is long in Travail, ſhe certainly 
brings forth at laſt. 


With relation to the Book or F orm of Common Grad 5 
[by the way a Kind of untouchable Plant. ] It may be 
allowed there are ſeveral good Things in this Compoſiti- 
on; nor ſhall I-criticize- upon ſuch Parts of it, which 
ſome eſteem otherwiſe. Yet there is one Objection to it; 


it is a wonderful Thing that Miniſter and People ſhould 
every Day in the Year, and for ſeveral Years current, 


feel juſt the /ame Warts, and have juſt the ſame Mercies 
to be thankful for. Many Perſons, I do not ſay all, 


ſcarcely conſider what they aſſent and ſay Amer to. 
The Affair is a Form indeed with ſuch. - It is a Kind of 


Taſk, they are glad when it is over. But one can by ng 
Means affirm its Acceptance with the Supreme Being. It 
is too much like the Opus Operatum amongſt the Romas 
Catholics, where the 2 depend upon the Work 
done, no Matter how, and perhaps bring the Deity 
into Debt to them, for their miſerable Performances. 


In Places where Divine Service is read, and the Mini- 
ſter afterwards delivers a Compoſition, which he holds 
before him in Writing, though poſſibly he may be a 
Man of Learning, a foreign Critic would be apt to ſay, 
I ſee nothing requiſite here, more than to ae and 
read. Here is Suſpicion given either of the Miniſter's 

IncapacitY 
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Incapacity or Indolence. Such Performances do not 
Rrike the Mind; there is too much the Appearance of 
Form; a Flatnefs fits upon the Audience, and (in 
ſome Places) 'tis with PN they refrain from a 
wy Sleep: 


Let us ſtand up and take F View of 'the | Miniee of 
foreign Proteſtant Churches, But perhaps ſome will 
object aforehand to this Kind of Argument, by immind- 
ing me that we are wiſer in England, than all Foreigners 
whatſoever: Be it ſo; the wiſer the better; but let us 
not be ſuch Monopolizers, as not to allow Foreigners 
ſome. ſmall Share. In the firſt Place, the Cuſtom of 
reading Sermons. is unknown abroad; neither is there & 
Book of Common-Prayer (if I am not miſinformed) in 
any Proteſtant State in Europe. They ſet forth in 
moſt Countries a DireFory, a Directory in general con- 
cerning the Heads of Prayer and Doctrine, but confine 
i not. They expect a Gift and Ability in a Miniſter, (if 
he has not a Gift, how is he a Miniſter? ) apt to mami- 
feſt itſelf by ſomething freſh and affecting, every Time 
an Audience meets. Such is the Inſtitution and Cuſtom 
in Sw1sSSERLAND, Germany, HoLLAN D, Denmark 
and SweDEn. This upholds religious Liberty, renders 
Miniſters circumſpe& and laborious in their Office, and 
preſerves a national State from all eccleſiaſtical Incroach- | 
| ment. With the above Countries the Scriptures a are the 9 
| Eſtabliſhment ; they have no other. 


In Great-Britain we have another; a farther Eſta- 
bliſhment, made concluſive and determinate, for Ceremo- - 
* Opinions and oO even to a Tittle, by Law. 
| "IS 
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E the Arguments in the aforegoing Eſſay are juſt, ſuch an 
Eſtabliſhment is not ſo thoroughly Proteſtant as might 
be wiſhed ; eſpecially unleſs alleviated by remedial Laws. 

It ſuperſedes the Scriptures in the Minds of the Gene- 
rality, and from an Auxiliary becomes the Principal 
the Virtue and Religion it produces, turn out according- 
ly vain, ſhallow and uncertain, and either Superſtition 
ar Profaneneſs will always be apt to overflow a People, 
who are in ſuch a Situation. When Mankind have 
tried all the Schemes in their Power, they will ſind the 
Scriptures the only proper Authority for, and Source 


of, Religion. There is no compelling Men to be virtu- 
ous, or ſetting them a Form to be religious by; all 


real Religion muſt be free. 


11 would aſk a. e, who is uncommonly zealous: 


for the. Efabliſpment, ſince you reſolve to have it, how 
do you juſtify your not obſerving it in every Point? 
One Part bears the ſame Authority (if any) with an- 


other. Haſt thou appealed unto this Cæſar? Unto 


Caſar ſhalt thou go. Who is there, who hath obſerved 
preciſely the Rules and Orders which .precede the Com- 
mon-Prayer ; perhaps who is there that hath read them? 
Who is there who keeps the forty Days of Lent, abſtain- 
ing. from Fleſh alſo every Friday (for ſo it is ordered) 
throughout the Year? Should it be alledg'd, that an 
Obſervation of theſe Articles is not now expected; or 


perhaps never was practicable to the mechanic and la- 


borious Part of a Nation; this only tends to confirm my 
Argument; namely, ſhews the Vanity of ſuch Appoint- 
ments. Indeed, ſuppoſing Men ever ſo capable of ob- 
ſerving theſe Externals, ſtill it will be a Truth, that a 

ſingle 
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fingle moral and virtuous Action, one Act of Juſtice or 
Charity in Life, is worth ten Thouſand of them. 


Our Lord hath but one Church throughout the Earth. 
Herein, I think, the Romaniffs maintain a Truth. It is 
alſo a Catholic Church; it never ſtands in Externals, 
or in a Name, or Party. Chriſtians collectively, of 
whatever Name or Party, who believe in the Son. of God, 
and ſhew forth Morality in Life, are Members of this 
Church. Go where they will, or howſoever they may 
be diſtinguiſhed, they are all of one Church, and, in 
effect, of one Communion. Agreeably to this Pro- 
teſtant Maxim, when Grotius was aſked on his Death- 


bed, what Communion he ſhould die in, that learn- 


ed Perſon thought it ſufficient to anſwer, that he ſhould 
die in the Church of Cbriſt. 


Mankind are under an Error, who think that Antichrif 
hath no Place but at Reme. He is capitally there, but 
not univerſally, All who confine Truth to their own 
Church, or reſtrain Liberty to their own Party, cheriſh 
in their Minds the ſame Spirit, though they may not 
diſcern it. Antichriſt is born in every Country, and in 
every Man, and nothing but a thorough Degree of 
right Reaſon caſts it out. It is the Care of States, and 
the Honour of wiſe States, to guard againſt the Evil, 
and to preſerve their Communities from 1t as far as they 
can; and every honeſt Man, who loves Juſtice and 
Mercy, ſets his Face againſt it, to the uttermoſt of his 


Ability. 


Of all arbitrary Power the ſpiritual hath kept its 
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Ground longeſt, and will ſtrive hard to be the laft that 
ſhall quit the Field. Sometimes, indeed, it may ſeem to 
diſappear, and content itſelf without rr and well 
it may, when its Hands are tied up. But in ſuch a 
Caſe, who knows its Meditations? Tis yet an Enemy 
in Ambuſh, or like a Fire ſmothered under the Aſhes, 
to revive by the firſt favourable Breath that ſhall blow 
upon it. Perhaps ſome may reaſon againſt the Precau- 
tion here urged, by taking Notice that the preſent Age 
is favoured with a Set of Ecclefiaſtics, eſpecially amongft 
the Prelates, who are Perſons of diſtinguiſhed Temper 
and Moderation. Be it ſo. Then let us keep them ſo; 
the beſt of Men are Men ſtill. There is no Certainty iy 
human Reſolutions ; Power and Opportunity make- ſur- 
priſing Alterations : And I take it to be a Proteſtant 
Maxim, founded on Experience, never to truſt either 
one Man, or any Set of Men, with a Grain of Power 
beyond what is neceſſary. For why? this would be 
tempting our Friends, doing them a Diſkindneſs, and 
riſquing a Nation's Happineſs without a Cauſe. Again, 
do Men live for ever? Who can foretel the Diſpofi- 
tion of the next Age ? I muſt obſerve, *tis not a natural 
Caſe to ſee Eecleſiaſtics favourable to "religious Liberty, 
the Poſture we now poſſeſs, or rather ſome i imagine we poſ- 
ſeſs, is not to be expected as a Conſtancy, is not to be de- 
pended upon. Should Time, or Temptation, produce a 
erence, Pretence for Perſecution will never be wanting; 
nor a Colour for the greateſt Tnjuſtice, Spiritual Tyranny 
always commences and ſets forward upon a plauſible Foot. 
It begins with Admonitions, which are Juſt; but by and by, 
under a Notion of wholeſom Severities, it creeps to Body 
and Goods, every Degree of which Difpline is abſolutely 
unwarrantable. 
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anwarrantable. Even an Auro 8. Fi in Portugal, how 
artfully it conducts itſelf. The firſt Face of that is ſpe- 
cious enough, but the Features always grow darker, and 
more horrid, the farther it proceeds: Perſecution may 
begin alfo upon a few, (for it wants no Policy) and 
thoſe poflibly ſingularly ohricxiyus to popular Prejudice; 
but we may be aſſured, it will reach every Soul of Man 
atlaft, who ſhalt preſume to be independent. Perfecu- 
tion; upon whatſoever Branch of Society it rages, or at 
whatſoever. Diſtance from others, is a Danget to be Pub- 
lic, of ſuch a Kind, as when one ſees a Neigbbour's Houfe 
an fire. In this Caſe we lend an Hand to quench the 
Flame, and would gladly fee it compleatly W 
leſt i it ſhould reach our own, 


Great Miſery hath nde the World; throu 1 per- 
ſons ſtanding up for their own Liberties, without an 
equal Care of others; and perſecuting in Turn, in the 
Spirit of the Church of Rome, without claiming its Infal- 
libility or Dominion, One meets with much of this 
Relapſe and Overſight, in the Hiſtory of Henry the 
Eighth, where the Reformation appears as yet in a rough 
Draught. The Setters' forth of Edits and Alterati- 
ons in thoſe Times, particularly Henry himſelf, ſeem” 
conſtantly to have forgot what was the Evil they had 
removed, or the Authority they had demoliſhed. 11 is not 
ſufficient for thoſe who ſucceed in Power to ſay, what we 
enact, what we enjoyn, we do it not by a Roman Autho. 
rity, it is contained in Scripture. Others commanded 
falſe and unſeriptural Things; we nothing but the 
Truth: This Parade, I ſay, is all impertinent and frivol- 


gus, [who hath not ſaid the ſame?) unleſs Mankind 


are 
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are permitted to judge whether it is Truth or not. An 
Article may be in Scripture, to the Eye of the Magi- 
ſtrate, or Ecclefiaſtical Officer, and no body beſides be able 
to diſcern it. Still the Advocates inſiſt, learned Men 
ſee it there, every body ſees it p dere except the obſti- 
nate. Well; as a Proteſtant, J reply, I may be obſti- 
nate; but may not others be - imaginary ; and miſtake, 
by the Force of Prejudice and Intereſt. You muſt per- 


mit me to ſee it for myſelf ; it concerns my Soul. I 


muſt not, ought not to believe, or comply, without 
being firſt perſuaded in my own Mind* Tis a neceſſary 


Juſtice to my Conſcience, and juſt Men will concede to 
it. He who ſteps over, and forgets Juſtice, may alledge 


Scripture, Peace of Society, Authority of Government, 
or whatever beſides he pleaſes; the Thing which in- 
wardly moves, is none of theſe Pretenſions, but a 


difating Spirit and Self. Not but many great and ex- 


cellent Things were brought about in the Reign I am 


ſpeaking in Reference to, yet the Poſitiveneſs and Raſh- 
neſs of ſeveral Proceedings, on the Part of King, Con- 


vocation, and Parliament too, cannot be denied. Theſe 
were the rough Eſſays of Proteſtantiſm, (for nothing 
can be brought to its Perfection at once) rather to be 
corrected and improved upon, than deſpiſed by future 


Times. The milder Sentiments which appear in the. 


ſucceeding Reign of Edward the Sixth, like a Calm after 
a Storm, makes ſome Amends for all this Hurry and 
Diſorder. The Sentiments of Edward's Reign, on the 


Subject of Religion, are, for the Generality, juſt and 
mild. So are thoſe, generally, which run through the 


Reign of Queen Elizabeth. A Princeſs, who ſtood 


the Shock of Rome, Spain and France, in Defence of 
Proteſtant 
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Proteſtant Liberty, both at home and abroad; and has 


left an Age diſtinguiſhed in our Annals, for Courage, 
Probity, Wiſdom, and conſummate Policy. Under ſe- 
veral Princes, who ſucceeded Elizabeth, the Cauſe of 
Liberty was, by means of falſe Maxims in their Govern- 
ment, in ſome Meaſure' impaired and oppreſſed. Many 
Incroachments were made upon it, and more attempted”; 
and a Struggle carried on, with various Succeſs, between 
Liberty andChurch arbitrary Power, as well as other arbi- 
trary Power, almoſt till we touch the Time of George the 
Firſt. By the Acceſſion of that Prince to the Throne, high- 
flying Principles received a Check, and Liberty revived. 

It was preſerved at a critical Seaſon, and by the King's 
ſteady and honourable Adminiſtration, receiving freſh Vi- 
gour, and growing inthe Eſteem of all rational Perſons, has 
happily flouriſhed to the preſent Day. Even theEnemies 
of the Ho us z oF HANOVER (if it has any) will acknow- 
ledge, that its Princes have maintained this Article in an 
unexceptionable manner, They have made it a Point of 
Honour; and, we doubt not, will continuea Maxim at all 
Events, offuch Dignity in itſelf, and true Luſtre to the Crown. 


If there are any Relics of Danger, or Precariouſneſs 
attending Liberty, we have a Proſpect of their being re- 
moved and vaniſhing wholly away. Bigotry has evi- 
dently toft Ground ; and Liberty is more underſtood and 
eſteemed daily. Poflibly Providence has reſerved: for 
the Housg of HANOVER, the Honour of bringing 
this great Article to its Perfection. Should any one 
ſuggeſt, that the Benefit I am ſpeaking of is connected 


with ſo great an Evil, that I might have ſpared its Com- 


mendation; ſhould, I mean, be imputed to Liberty, 
that 
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that Vice and miſchievous Licenticuſne/5 which have lately 
evailed amongſt us; I anſwer, Licentiouſneſs is no 
art or Branch of Liberty, but ought always to be diſtin- 
guiſhed from it. All the Vice which has appeared has 
been owing to other Circumſtances and Incidents, which 
my preſent Subject does not require me to meddle with. 
No ill Conſequence ever did, or can flow from Liberte 

properly conſidered in its ca Nature. 


. In proportion as Men improve in del Ideas of the 
berty, they grow more cool and moderate, in Relation to 
many Articles, which before they laid great Streſs upon, 
The Divine Right of this or that Form of Church-Go- 
vernment, whether by Bifheps, Priefts and Deacons, or 
by Preſsyteers and Deacons, or in ſome Form different 
from both; the Authority and ſole Validity of this or 
the other miniſterial Order; their Right to exclude the 
reſt, or at leaſt Preference to them, in adminiftring, 
Things ſacred: Theſe, and ſeveral other Points of the 
lke Nature, if not wholly ceaſe, always leſe Ground, 
as Knowledge and Experience gain Ground in the World, 
After much Fatigue, and fruitleſs Diſputations, it will 
be found (if I miſtake not) that the Goſpel, or New 
Teſtament, holds forth no preciſe Model of Church- 
Government at all. Nothing of this Kind was intended. 
It is not in the Nature of Things to fit with one Model 
all Fimes, Perſons and Places, nor agreeable to the 
free Genius of the Goſpel. Had the Holy Ghoſt in- 
tended one preciſe Model, either for Government or 


ordaining of Miniſters he would not have left it under a 


Difficulty to be perceived or underſtood, or ſubject to 
doubtful Diſputation, It would have been ſaid, as in 


ſome 
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fome Caſes we find it, This ſhall be the Rule. A mers 


Example or Precedent in Scripture, though it may ſhew 


a Matter lawful, is no Argument of perpetual Obligati- 
on. Men are apt to be arbitrary in their dealing 
with Scriptute : Some Things ſhall be Precedents with 
them for a Rule invariable, others not, as ſuits the 
Schemes previduſly conceived in their own Minds. 
Such conſult the Word; with a View of bringing 
it to their Scheme, not their Scheme to it. Doubtleſs 
different Models may be lawful, equally lawful, for 
any thing the Scripture intimates to the contrary, pro- 
vided the Liberty of Individuals be perſerved inviola- 
ble, and the Reality of Religion is found to flouriſtt 
under them. 


So with reſpe& to the Validity of this, or another 
miniſterial Ordination, in proportion as Prejudices wear 
away, and Superſtition, which is ever founded on Fear, 
abates, Proteſtants place leſs Importance in them, and, 
indeed, in the Perfons and Profeſſions of Men daily, 
and more in the mward Matter or Subſtance of Reli- 
gion. 'They will honour, and ought to honour, all 
Miniſters for their Works fake ; but, if they are wiſe, 
not for their Ordination ſake, be it Church, or be it 
Preſbyterian; or any other. Perſons may come in 4 
miniſterial Way, in their own Wiſdom, and with fo 
many Views, that a private Chriſtian ſhould learn to 
diſtinguiſh whether a Man comes,. or whether he 18 
ſent. 


Again, Reaſon and Equity will tell us, that re- 
ligious Miniftry hath a Right to be ſupported, and s 
| D Maintenance 


6 26 ) 


. Maintenance. afforded ſuch who attend in Divine 
Offices, ſuitable to their Character. In this Point, the 
Scripture, both Old and New Teſtament, is abſolute 
and clear. No juſt Objection lies againſt a liberal Ap- 
Pointment for them, provided they are found Perſons 'of 
Virtue, and are diligent in the Diſcharge of their Truſt ; 

but ſuch who run before they are ſent, or who, to 
aggrandize themſelves, are of that Number who exhibit 
Sights in the Air, I know not of any Maintenance they 
are intitled to, except it be in ſome Place of hard La- 
bour. It is alſo fit that Preferments ſhould be equally 
divided, for the real Encouragement of Learning and 
Diligence; and perhaps that Contributions ſhould, in 
a great Meaſure, be voluntary, with reſpect to one 
Kind of Miniſters or another ; otherwiſe there ariſes 
ſtrong Temptation to Indolence and Neglect; Perſons 


may expect ſomething for nothing, and thoſe happen to 


receive moſt who are leaſt deſerving. 


It i is obſervable, in Countries where an Eſtabliſhment 
hath prevailed, and Places not of Profit only, but of 
Power, are connected with a Memberſhip in the Church, 
it requires much Attention and Firmneſs to preſerve the 
Independency of the Crown. In this Situation a King 
can ſcarcely avoid becoming the King of a Party, and 
the ſecular Arm is made an Arm indeed, for Eccle- 
ſiaſlics to weild at their Pleaſure. In the Time when 
Popery was at the Height, the World lay under great 
Inadvertency on this Head. What Vaſſals, in Effect, 
did the Princes and States of the Empire, and Emperor 
too, make themſelves, to execute the Revenge of 


| Tha, and l gratfy the Haga Ambition ! Many held 
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Stirrup ſo long for his Holineſs, that at laſt they loſt 


their own Saddles. And who hath, pitied them for 
it? In England, indeed, we have ſeen, eſpecially of 
late Years, Princes of PE: ; Dignity, and another 
Diſcernment. | 


The King of Great-Britain bears a peculiar Title, 
Defender of . the Faith. How do we interpret this Title! 


Surely not that it ſignifies him Defender of the Kor 
man. Catholic Faith; but, if it hath a juſt Meaning, it 


muſt be thus, Defender of the Faith of the Holy Serip- 
tures. Nor can it ſolely mean him Defender of K = 
Faith of the Church of England; that would be too 
narrow a Signification for ſo large a Title; but of all 
the. Chriſtian Churches committed to his Care, through- 
out his Dominions, - Tis true, the Roman Pontif, when 
he, made the firſt Compliment of it to King Henry, 
might intend it in the Papal Senſe; I deny not that; 
but then our Kings are not obliged to take it in 
that Senſe; they are not obliged to wear it in a 
limited. Senſe ; nor jn any foot of 4 Proves are: 
benfion, 3 


" ons Wp the Dignity of a free Soner to reſcue | 


the Crown from Confinement. to a Party ; ; and to 
ſtrengthen, in general, the Proteſtant Intereſt; poſſibly 
a Time may come, poſſibly, I ſay, but every thing 
in its Seaſon, when our Legiſlature will think it meet, 
by one ſingle Act, to cancel, at once, all EXCLUSIVE 
SanZions, with a View to aboliſh every Di/quals ification, 
?ftrietion, Pain, Penalty, Diſadvantage in Law, or 
Hardſhip of any kind, on a religious Account, which 
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have lain upon the Nation. The Eftabliſhment would 


Kall ſubſiſt, except in the excluſive Parts; that i is, it 
would ſubſiſt ſo far as 15 Proteſtant and rational. 


Till 4 Meaſure of this kind takes Place, the Nation 
may have Intervals of Peace and Concord, through” in- 
cidental Cauſes, ſuch as the late Rebellion, but no ſolid 

Vnanimity. Uſurpation and Perſecution may fleep, but 
| will not be dead. The Ad of Tolerarion the Friends c 
Liberty are thankful for ; it is a good Acquiſition in its 
Kind; but it cannot be ſaid of it, that it comes up to 
the Point, or is adequate to the Evil. It gives ſome 
Eaſe, (as the Act expreſſes itſelf) not total Eaſe. Tf 
coercive Laws, in Matters of Religion, are fit to be 
ſuſpended, they are fit, for the ſame Reaſon, to be 
wholly repealed ; otherwiſe the Evil ſtill continues, and 
the Wound in the Body of the State is kept open, 
Whilſt we have only temporary Mitigations, who knows 
how ſoon the State may ſuffer a Relapſt ? Every . 
hath Danger. 


By a general Declarative AA, as a many i 
Jurious and embarraſſing Sanctions, particularly h 75 
AX, would fall in Courſe. The Injury which che Tft. 
A# does to Religion, through debaſing a Solemn Sacra. 
ment, and occaſioning (tis to be feared) much ſhame- 
ful Diſſimulation, is acknowledged by every Man of 
Virtue, as the political Iniquity of it is by Men of Un- 
derſtanding. That Papiſts ſhould be excluded from 
Places of Power or Truſt, Reaſon will allow, and, in 
ſome Senſe, demands, becauſe they are not capable of 


| prope 


( 29 ) 
proper Allegiance to the Government, as owning a fo- 
reign Juriſdiction; but that the Edge of that excluſive 
Law ſhould be turn'd againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
whoſe Attachment to the Government hath been long 
manifeſted, and experienc'd, no viſible Reaſon can be 
aſſign; d. Reaſon does not juſtify a religious Teſt 
amongſt Proteſtants, of any Kind, as being a continual 
Inconfiſtency with the Right of private Judgment, No 
Teſt can be neceſſary, beſides the Oath of Allegiance, 
unleſs there cannot be an honeft Man, or a loyal Man, 
amongſt us, who is not a Member of the Church of 
England. Whatſcever is more than the Oath of Alle- 
giance, proceeds from Party, or is a Relict of Popery : 
An Incumbrance upon Stateſmen ; probably nat origi- 
nally a Diftate of their own Policy, but proceeding 
from, or at leaft taken Advantage of by, another Body; 
who, under Colour of procuring the Security of the 
Crown, have meant chiefly to corroborate their own 3 
therefore cannot be expected to relinquiſh the Tzf-42 
or any other Acts of that Kind, without Reluctance. 
Whenever a Repeal is obtained, it muſt be a Lay- 
Wind that blows it. In the mean time it is 
hard, that, with Reſpe& to Friends and Enemies, our 
| Princes cannot be permitted to judge for themſelves, | | 
I ſhould be glad to know when it may be. ſuppos d. 
that a Government is arrived at Years of Oe 
One would hope the Time is not far Of. 
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1. Party-Animofity. It is well known what Miſchiefs 
to the State have been produc'd by the Strife of Parties. 
Where civil Diſcord has ſlain its Thouſands, religious 
\ Diſcord and falſe Zeal have lain their Ten Thouſands, 
The Whole of this Evil, whether in Britain, or in 
foreign Countries, hath always proceeded from Want of 
Attention to this one Principle, the Right of private 
Judgment. In all Parts of the World it ariſes from 
the ſame Spring; moſt Eccleſiaſticks (for I never mean 
all) ſetting themſelves to oppoſe, and to diſcourage 
private Judgment, to the uttermoſt of their Power, 
Liberty is no Friend to them. They cannot ſo conve- 
niently live under it. If one names it, tis like Here. 
ſy ; they are preſently in Perils among/t falſe Brethren, 
The Church is in Danger. The Populace takes the 
Alarm, it conceives Indignation, it rages, no Matter 
How ignorantly ; and it is well if the Government itſelf 
eſcapes the Combuſtion. Such Incidents hawe been, and 
are always poſſible to be again, till the Evil is cur'd 
radically. The Notion of a rightful Church, with the 
Invalidity and Error of other Perſuaſions, floats ſo 
agreeably upon the Surface of vulgar Minds, that, with 
ſeveral, tis more than Half their Religion. Howſoever 
weak the Notion, or deluſive the Hope formed upon 
it, it will have much Place with Mankind, till they 
| ceaſe ſtanding upon human Authority, and all Prote. 
ftants are brought upon one and the ſame Bottom, 
There is unconceivable Miſchief in placing them, ſome 


upon higher Ground and ſome upon lower. Unleſs 


their civil Merits be different, Proteſtant Reaſon would 
_ 1. upon the ſame Ground, in the Eye of 
a the 
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the Law, and with Reſpect to the Privileges and Im- 


munities belonging in general to his Majeſty's Subjects: 


As to how they may ſtand in the Eye of Eccleſiaſtical 
Perſons, being no Point which the State is obliged to be 
concern'd with. To prevent Miſtakes, I would take 
Notice, that ſhould Protefant Diſſenters attempt an 
Eſtabliſhment, or aim at a Pre-eminence on their Part, 
the Arguments in this Diſſertation (if it contains any) 
would be equally ſtrong among them. 


The Civil Magiſtrate ſhould ſteer, as near as he can, 
an equitable Courſe. And, though he forces none to 
his own Perſuaſion, he has a Right to recommend ſuch 
a Perſuaſion, by his own Example. He has alſo a 
Right to general Obedience, from Perſons of all Per- 
ſuaſions, from every Quarter: And to ſee that the 
Common Wealth takes no Damage. Religion, or Con- 
ſcience, acquits no Man from the Obligations of Sub- 
jection to Government. Should any be found in his 
Carriage to diſcover Undutifulneſs or Diſſoyalty, ſuch 
a One is juſtly controulable by the ſecular Arm, be 
his Perſuaſion what it may, It is always fit to puniſh 
Offenders, though never on Account - of Party. 


2. Bigotry, an Evil not peculiar to Britain, but the 
Produce of every Soil. This lazy Foible conſiſts in an 
Attachment to Perſons inftead of Things, and Cuſtoms 
inſtead of Reaſon. Sometimes even 20 a Spot of 
Ground, or a Building, what manner of Stones, and 
what Buildings are here! To believe as the Church 
believes, (what Kind of Belief it generally proves 
hath been obſerved before) ſaves human Nature ſo 

much 


* 


N 
much Labour and Application, is fo compendious 1 
Way, that the lower Ranks of Men chuſe much to 
tread in it. Having no Learning themſelves, they are 
apt to over- value that ſplendid Gift, and make an 
Hl of it in others; they are ready to conclude, that 
the Miniſter is after a Sort infallible, and that he 
ſeldom errs in the Pulpit, howſoever he may err out of 
it. As infidel a World as ſome repreſent it, there is 
abundantly more Credulity in it than many apprehend ; 
and a Legiſlature may, without the leaſt Diſreſpe& to 
the Clergy, judge it convenient that the People under 
their Care be kept as elear of Prepoſſeffion and Bigotry 5 

as lies in their Power. p 

1 is obſervable, that Poryp and gls m Religion, 
and even minifterial Habits, are apt to put ſomewhat || 
in the Place of Religion which is not ſuch; and be- 
guile Mankind of their Affections. They are Cireum- 
ſtances which might be fuitable to x worldly Occafion, . 
and micht forward a temporal View ; but one cannot- 
ſay the Goſpel affords them any Foundation. The 
Goſpel is certainly a Stranger both to Force and Art. 
Whatſoever is forcible or * generally tends to 
Abuſe. Chriſtianity makes the beſt Way by its Simpli- 
city; and the Miniſters of it their juſt and commend- 
able Way by their Merit and Behaviour. 


3. Superſtition is another Evil which Mankind may, 
in fome meaſure, be enabled to avoid. Through Su- 
perſtition many embrace 257 Exter nals aud 7 rapping of 
Religion, inſtead of the Senn. When this ſhallow 
Infirmity will be wholly che out of the World, I 
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eannot affirm, but ſurely there is no Neceſſity to furniſh 


it with all manner of Accommodations for its | Uſe. 
The Cuſtom of numerous Ceremonies may be juſt in 
States where Ignorance is the Mother of Devotion, 
but are out of Character in thoſe, where Knowledge 


ſhould be ſuppoſed to have that Office, atid who profeſs 


the Purity of the Goſpel. However, if ſome cannot 
content themſelves without Amuſements of this Sort, let 
ſuch poſſeſs them, if they pleaſe, to the uttermoſtz 
but not neceſſitate others to have the ſame Taſte. I 
am not very ſolicitous what Variety of Geſtures an- 
other uſes in his Worſhip; or what Congees he makes to 
a particular Quarter, ſo he does not compel me to 
follow his Example. Be Perſons ever ſo attached to an 
Eſtabliſhment, or Admirers of Ceremonies, as eſteeming 
them helpful, they cannot condemn a Worſhip where 
there are none, unleſs they will ſay, that Religion 
ſtands in external Things. We read of — 
in Spirit and in Truth; I apprehend that Paſſage to 

have a'Meaning., The leaſt of its Meaning muſt be; 
that in worſhipping, Spirit and Truth are the chief 
Thing. Where theſe exiſt, they make a true Worſhip, 
and a right Church, whether its Materials be of Stone 
or Brick, whether with Ornaments or without; the 


Supreme Being not reſpecting ſuch Articles, whatſoever | 


Men may ds. If many chuſe a Place of Worſhip built 
due Eaſt and Weſt, all Quarters are theirs, let them 
enjoy that Poſition. Let them poſſeſs all their Cuſtoms; 


| for I am not for compelling Men, even to be free. 


But others ought to be reckoned Chriſtians alſo, and 
their Churches valid Churches, though they are not 
erected by the Compaſs, though Praying amongſt them 
123 | E 33 
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is not accompanied with a Surplice, and their Sermons 
are delivered without a Gown. They do not happen 
to eſteem them of Importance; perhaps look upon 
them as Tokens of the Abſence of ſomething better. 


Should there be Perſons found, who are diſpoſed to 
preach even in the Fields, and have their Meetings 
in Places ſcarce fhelter'd from Wind and Weather, yet, 
with due Affection to the Government, I ſee no juſt 
Cauſe of diſturbing them; they have a Right to it, 
unleſs Truth be local, and Religion cannot exiſt but on 
| conſecrated Ground, He that can hear of Variety in 
Opinions, or bear any Sentiments different from his 
own, without Anger, ſuch a one is a true Proteſtant ; 
and, though this be not the Whole of Chriſtianity, it 
muſt be allowed a great Step towards it. Perſons 
come to be Chriſtians through being Proteſtants firſt, 
Few arrive at the Knowledge of Truth, till they are 
delivered from Prejudice, Cuſtoms, Sy/tems, and, in ſome 
Senſe, from Men. Not Divinity only, but Philo/aphy, 
Learning, and all Knowledge whatſoever, (of a valua- 
ble Nature) depends upon Liberty in the Mind, and 


flows from a free Enquiry. 


To ſum up the Subject, F reedom is the Foundation 


of every valuable Attainment, and in an eſpecial Man- 
ner with Regard to Religion. Not Perſons, nor Par- 


ties, nor Ceremonies, nor Modes, nor Places, nor any 
thing merely outward, but what is truly moral, open 
and generous, what honours the Deity, and proſits 


Mankind, are the Objects wiſe Men call and eſteem 


Religion; 
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Religion; and to theſe their Attention is fixed, No- 
thing beſides being worth contending for. | 


Till the Mind is delivered from Superſtition, and ex- 
changes Vaſſalage for a ſober Liberty, daring to think 
for itſelf, it is deceived, and, in effect, knows nothing, 
How far this curtails the Knowledge of the World, I 
have neither Inclination nor Leiſure, at preſent, to 
enquire, 'The Man who dares not think for himſelf, 
is as much a Coward as he who fears to fight an 
Enemy. Through neglecting to put in Practice their 
religious Liberty, many, too many, enjoy the Privi- 
leges of a free Government in vain; and, after ſeveral 
Years Profeſſion of Prote/ftantiſm, are (howſoever unin- 
tentionally) Papiſts ſtill, On the other hand, ſuch are 


happy and a& conſiſtently with themſelves, who both 


aſſert their Rights, and make uſe of them, 


By ſome grand COMPREHENSIVE AR of 'the Kind 
above-mentioned, and the Culture of a Spirit 1% to 
human Society, the Article of Liberty in this Kingdom 
would be brought to Perfection; and Reformation from 
Popery date, as from a new Ara, its being rendered 


compleat. Party and Animoſity would feel the Blow, 
and be extinguiſhed together; Bigotry would wear 


away, and Superſtition grow aſhamed to ſhew its Head ; 
Religion would become rational, Society eaſy, the 
whole Britiſb State ſtrong, peaceful, invincible, 
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1 /ay untg gon, that likewwife Foy hall be in Heaven over: 

one Sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nixe 


juft per ſont that need no ane, Oy XV. 7. 
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